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ENDORSEMENT
I/we indicate my/our support for the Church Leaders Call and wish to participate in further discussions in developing this document as statement of the larger community of citizens of the African continent. 

THE CHURCH LEADERS CALL FOR RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT

1. We call for social stewardship and protection of the environment for present and future generations.

2. We call for support for a system of production which serves the needs of all people and preserves the environment.

3. We call for respect for the land, people, and local resources where business is conducted.

4. We call for pollution free and environmentally responsible business operations.

5. We call for the implementation of the rights of workers and communities as set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international protocols.

6. We call for provision of free access to healthcare for all workers and family members. Where the activities of a corporation in any way negatively impact on the health of communities within its operational footprint, such access to be extended to the affected communities.

7. We call for an acknowledgement of the important role women play in social and economic life and the end of all forms of gender discrimination.

8. We call for affirmation of indigenous peoples’ right to full participation in the business decisions that pertain to their environment, ancestral lands and way of life.

9. We call for the end to all forms of forced seizure of land and removals or relocations of communities by governments and corporations.

10. We call for government and companies to recognise the principle of Free Prior and Continuous Consent and grant adequate compensation based on the mineral value of the land which the community occupies.

11. We call for legislation to prohibit government officials sitting on boards of private companies or holding any position where any benefit would accrue to them because of their official position.

12. We call for government investment policies which prioritise the needs of people and protection of the environment.

13. We call for companies to pay all taxes required by law and not use elaborate schemes to avoid paying tax.

14. We call for companies to demonstrate that they operate in a way that balances the needs of their employees and communities and those most impacted upon and not make profit for shareholders at the expense of other interest groups.

15. We call for commitment by corporations to responsible reporting and providing free access to information on all company activities to the public.

16. We call for independent monitoring of the conduct of corporations and their suppliers by local non-government and community organisations.
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